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A GOOD WORD FROM

Mayor Michelle Distler
As your Mayor, honoring and preserving Shawnee’s 

history while moving our community forward is 
something that is near and dear to my heart. I am 

constantly working to keep this in focus as your Governing 
Body makes important decisions that impact the place we 
all call home. It is important to me to make sure we know 
where we’ve come from and we use that to steer our future.

In fact, this very idea is driving several new efforts to 
connect with our community. The City Council recently 
approved three new advisory boards and task forces.

• Community Police Advisory Board
• Public Arts Task Force
• Community Engagement Task Force

We are hopeful that these Task Forces and Advisory Board 
will open up our city government even more to YOU. As 
always, your thoughts, ideas, questions and concerns help 
make our entire community even stronger. YOUR input is 
what helps us make critical decisions so we can serve YOU 
even better.

Yet another opportunity to weigh in on Shawnee’s 
future continues to be Achieve Shawnee, the City’s new 
Comprehensive Plan. You’ve been reading about this 
effort since last fall here in the CityLine and you’ll notice 
even more updates in this edition. You can always go to 
achieveshawnee.com to find details on our next public 
events as well as review the work that has been done so far. 

If you are as interested in Shawnee’s history as I am, 
you might like to check out our recent Community 
Conversation with The McCallop Family. The video 
includes incredible stories about the family’s strong ties 
to Shawnee and how they founded the R.L. Bus Company 
that transported Black children to school. While you are 
there, you can go back in time with our detailed historical 
timeline and even check out a video from local artist 
Charles Goslin, who walks us through the beautiful mural 
that makes up our City Hall lobby. And we have more 
plans to highlight our history that we will be revealing this 
year! Check it all out at cityofshawnee.org/history.

I know this continues to be a tough time for many of 
you. I hope you know that your Governing Body and 
city leaders are here to serve you. It may seem like we 
are constantly asking you what you think about different 
things in your community and… you’re right! We are. 
And we’re doing that because we truly want to know what 
you think. As a reminder, you don’t have to wait for the 
next event or meeting to reach out to us. You can contact 
your Governing Body at governingbody@cityofshawnee.
org or find all of our individual contact information at 
cityofshawnee.org/governingbody.

Sincerely,

Mayor Michelle Distler



Summer 2021   │  cityofshawnee.org   3

www.achieveshawnee.com

questions? email achieveshawnee@cityofshawnee.org

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
It’s been a fun couple of months, Shawnee! We can’t thank each of you enough for taking time out of your personal 
lives to show up for your community. We had over 100 people attend the first public open house and SO many fantastic 
comments! 

Here’s a recap and look ahead:

STAY TUNED! Public Open House #2 
will be in late summer 2021!

UPDATE FOR THE

PLANNING WORKSHOP RECAP
While the visioning workshop last October laid a foundation for what the Comprehensive Plan should consider and include in the final product, 
the planning workshop took a deeper dive into specific topics of the Plan. The planning workshop took place over five days, March 15-19, 2021, 
at various locations throughout Shawnee. It resulted in consensus-built conceptual plans (but not final!) based on your feedback. 

DAY 

1
LOCATION: SHAWNEE TOWN 1929
Members of the stakeholder committee participated in two-hour long sessions where they answered questions and did 
activities based on several topics. The topics included: Future Land Use, Development and Redevelopment, Transportation 
and Connectivity, Economic Development, and Quality of Life. 

DAY 

2
LOCATION: NEW CITY CHURCH
The consulting team held open office hours. Simply put, that meant there was no formal meeting time, but rather members of 
the public could stop by whenever to participate in activities the stakeholders did on Day 1 or just chat with members of the 
consulting team. 

DAY 

3
LOCATION: CIVIC CENTRE
Following a morning of open office hours, the entire community was invited to a public open house from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
All activities from Day 1 were available as well as new ideas based on feedback received throughout the first part of the week. 

DAY 

4
LOCATION: FIRE STATION 74
To download all of the comments from the public open house, the consultants had another open office day. Based on comments 
received, the concepts were modified, and some new ones were created. 

DAY 

5
LOCATION: SCHIER PRODUCTS
Members of the stakeholder committee participated in hour-long sessions to review refined ideas from the public open house 
and see progress from Day 1 to Day 5. 

AREA PLAN WORKSHOPS RECAP
Based on feedback received from the community, four area plan workshops were hosted in April 2021 to further explore designated corridors 
and areas of Shawnee. The areas explored included: 

• K-7 corridor and Kansas Riverfront area
• Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods

• I-435 corridor and Landfill
• Shawnee Mission Parkway
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cityofshawnee.org/plaque

Add to the Legacy

Purchase a plaque today!

Commemorate the people and events 
that help make Shawnee special!

All proceeds go to the  
Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund

 Water Tower Park Bench Plaque - $350
Bluebird Box Plaque - $50

WILDER BLUFF PARK COMING SOON!
Wilder Bluff Park  55th and Belmont Drive

Splash Pad  Treetop Canopy Play Area  Trails  45 acres of FUN!
cityofshawnee.org/wilderbluff
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Third Thursday 
May - October  4pm-8pm

Local VendorsLocal Vendors
CraftsCrafts
Fresh ProduceFresh Produce
Live Music!Live Music!

Downtown Shawnee 
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cityofshawnee.org/shawneevolunteer

VOLUNTEER

ShawneeShawnee
SwagSwag

Adult T-shirts $12
Adult Hoodies $30
Toddler (2T-5T)T-shirts $8
Baby Onesies $8

Shawnee Town • 11501 W. 57th St.
M-F • 8am-5pm

SHAWNEE TOWN 1929
June 15  - August 5

Tuesdays and Thursdays • 10am - 3pm

Join us this summer for an exciting trip to 1929! Bring your 
family to enjoy an interactive experience at the truck farm 
or town - PLUS special new bonus activities and guests 
featured each week! Kids also receive a special treat bag for 
more fun at home.

Visit the recreated town of Shawnee to explore the businesses 
and people of this small farming town, from the brand new 
car dealership and filling station to the barbershop, grocery 
store, and school house. 

Be sure to stop by on a busy farm week to harvest vegetables 
in the garden, feed the chickens, load the truck for market, 
wash laundry, explore the historic farmhouse, and more! 

www.shawneetown.org
11501 W. 57th Street, Shawnee, Kansas
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CODES CORNER

It is not only annoying and gross to leave your pet’s 
poo behind, it can also impact our water. Every time 
it rains, pet waste that is left behind gets washed down 
storm drains and into streams, rivers and lakes. As a 
friendly reminder, please remember to always take a 
disposable bag as you head out to walk your dog. If 
you hit up any of our Shawnee parks, you’ll find pet 
bag dispensers in all of them. There are several along 
our local trails as well. A big THANK YOU to you pet 
owners who always make it a point to scoop the poop. 

Fun Fact: In 2020, pet owners pulled 84,000 
disposable poo bags from our 19 dispensers!

Solicitors will soon be out knocking on doors as the 
warm weather approaches. Here are a few tips to keep 
in mind if you are contacted by one.    

• Permits are not required to solicit but solicitors 
must have a valid business license from our 
Community Development Department.

• Solicitors may not contact homes or businesses 
that have a "No Solicitors" sign or sticker. You can 
get a free one by calling 742-6014 or pick one up at 
City Hall.

• Soliciting can only happen between 10:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m. 

• They may not solicit the same home more than 
once within a 30 day period. 

For more regulations, head to cityofshawnee.org. If 
you ever feel in danger or are having trouble with a 
solicitor, call 911 immediately.

Solicitor Regulations

Parking 101
You might not know this, but one of the most common 
concerns we get from our residents is about parking. 
Here are a few guidelines to help keep everyone happy. 

• Vehicles must be parked on concrete, asphalt or paver 
brick whether it be your driveway or a slab you use 
for a carport or something similar. 

• You can park your car in your yard for 24 hours 
maximum, once a month. For example, this might 
happen if you were washing your car or moving 
things and you needed extra room. 

• If you see a vehicle that is illegally parked on the 
street, call the Police Department at 631-2150. 

What about campers, boats and trailers? Well, those 
guidelines are a little different. Here are a few highlights:

• You may have one per property when it comes to 
campers, boats or  trailers. 

• The campers, boats or trailers must always be parked 
on concrete, asphalt or paver brick in a side or 
backyard. They cannot be parked in a driveway for 
any extended amount of time. 

• If you live on a corner lot, the camper, boat or trailer 
cannot be adjacent to the street. 

• What about an RV? Those always have to be parked 
on concrete and need to be 14 feet off the curb or  
4 feet off the sidewalk. 

These are just a few tips about parking in the City 
of Shawnee. For more detailed information, head to 
cityofshawnee.org. 

And keep in mind, our Codes Enforcement Officers 
are here to help you so please don’t hesitate to contact 
them with any questions. You can reach them at  
codes@cityofshawnee.org or just call 742-6010.

Pick Up Your Pet’s Poo!
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1. What do you like most about your job?
I like that every day is different! We never know who 
may call, what kind of calls we'll get or who will come in 
the doors. I work with a great group and I like how we 
always try and help one another out.

2. How does your work impact the community?
I think it impacts the community by making sure we get 
the citizens transferred to the correct departments for 
help, by giving them information regarding what may be 
going on in the city and by answering the different types 
of questions we get here at City Hall. I know I don't like 
having to be transferred to multiple departments, so we 
try to get the citizen to the correct department the first 
time. 

3. What is your favorite spot in Shawnee?
Shawnee Town 1929. I love history! Museum Director 
Charlie Pautler does a great job with his tours and it's so 
fun to think about how people lived and worked back in 
1929. It's a beautiful spot in the middle of the city.

Good Employees Start Here.

Heather Inich
Customer Service Specialist

Heather is also a talented artist! Her artwork is being 
featured at the Johnson County Arts and Heritage Center 
through August 6, 2021.

Gone are the days of leaving your doors unlocked, 
keys in your car and trusting that everything will stay 
safe. The Police Department wants to pass along a few 
simple tips to keep criminals at bay as the weather 
warms up. Here are a few ways to protect yourself and 
your belongings.

• Lock your car doors and remove anything valuable 
every night.

• Close your garage door. Create your own 9pm 
routine where you do a safety check before turning 
in for the night.

• Get to know your neighbors so you can all keep an 
eye out for each other in your neighborhood.

• If you see something suspicious, call Police at 911 
if it is an emergency or 631-2150 if it is not urgent.

• Check in frequently with friends and neighbors 
who might need extra help.

With these simple steps, we can all work together to 
prevent and cut down on crime in our community!

Simple Steps to Stay Safe

DON'T TOSS YOUR SCRAPS,
food can be "recycled," too!

Curbside composting services 
now available in Shawnee!

cityofshawnee.org/sustainable
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CityRide is a transportation program that gives eligible 
Shawnee residents an affordable lift. Residents age 65 
or older, OR residents who provide a doctor’s letter 
stating their disability, can take advantage of this unique 
partnership between the City and 10/10 Taxi. For more 
information, or questions about how to sign up please call 
742-6014. CityRide members can:

• Purchase 10 one-way trips per month for $2 per trip;
• Riders can go anywhere in the City limits, as well as the 

AdventHealth Shawnee Mission Hospital Complex, 
Merriam Community Center, and the Mission Transit 
Center;

• Riders can bring up to three additional riders with no 
extra cost.

Need a RIDE?

SAFE SENIOR PROGRAM
Shawnee Fire Department

We are excited to announce the Fire Department is 
launching a new program called Safe Senior Program. 
In 2020, Shawnee firefighters responded to nearly 1,000 
calls to help citizens who fell in their homes. The goal of 
this program is to keep older residents safe and reduce 
calls of this nature.  

Shawnee seniors or caregivers can take advantage of this 
program by calling the Fire Department at 631-1080 to 
schedule a FREE appointment. A member of the Shawnee 
Fire Department Community Support Team and our 
Health Enhancement Coordinator will meet at your 
home to go over ways to stay safe from fires, falls, slips 
and trips. The Safe Senior Team will also go over other 
resources the City has available for our senior citizens, 
including:

• City rebates on franchise fees and telephone land lines
• CityRide
• Neighbors Helping Neighbors
• Prescription Assistance Program
• Low Income Energy Assistance Program

Please do not hesitate to reach out and set up an 
appointment for the Safe Senior Program. We look 
forward to serving you.

Car Seat CheckupCar Seat Checkup

Appointment Required and Shawnee Residents Only

Fire Department
742-6101

7 days a week
8am to 8pm

Police Department
631-2150

Wednesdays
9am and 7pm 

®



TIDY TOWN Reminder
As a reminder, there are new improvements to our annual bulky item pick-up program this year. You now need to 
schedule your customized curbside pickup date directly with your trash company. You can also use the voucher 
that was mailed to every home in January to take one carload or pickup truck load to the landfill for a free drop-
off. Please note, you must take your voucher with you. Questions about the landfill drop off, call (913) 631-8181 
and hit prompt #2 or email jcl@wm.com.

Questions ? about Curbside Bulky-Item Pick Up Contact Your Hauler

Waste 
Management

913.631.3300

Republic  
(A-1/Superior)
913.279.6033

WCA 
Town & Country 
 816.380.5595

KC Disposal 
 816.388.9739

cityofshawnee.org/tidytown
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The 2021 Street Maintenance Program is officially underway! 
Crews will be out replacing damaged curbs and sidewalks 
along with repairing streets and providing some with a 
smooth new finish. Please submit a service request online at 
cityofshawnee.org/csr or use the Shawnee Connect Mobile 
App to report a street or sidewalk that is in need of repair. 

Curious if your street or sidewalk is scheduled to get fixed this 
year? Visit cityofshawnee.org and click on Streets and Traffic 
Maintenance under the Public Works page. We want to thank 
you for your patience as we work to make your drives, rides 
and walks a little smoother throughout Shawnee!

ORANGE Cone Zones Ahead
cityofshawnee.org/csr

Pavement/Pothole Repair

Debris in Street

Curb/Sidewalk

Commercial & Yard Sign

Code Enforcement

Building Code

Animal Control

Shawnee
Connect

Constable 
Sanitation 

816.204.1192
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July
1 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
5 Independence Day (observed) City Offices Closed
6 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
7 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
12 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
19 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
26 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

August
2 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
2 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
5 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
9 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
19 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
23 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
26 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.

September
2 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
6 Labor Day - City Offices Closed
7 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
8 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
13 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
20 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
27 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

For Updates Please Check
cityofshawnee.org/calendar WANT TO SERVE 

ON A CITY BOARD, 
COMMISSION OR 

TASK FORCE?

SERVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

We are looking for 
volunteers who are 

engaged in Shawnee 
and feel a strong drive 

to serve our community.

SHAPE THE 
FUTURE OF 
SHAWNEE

Each Board, Commission 
and Task Force makes  
recommendations to 
our City Council on a 

wide variety of projects, 
developments and 

decisions that help shape 
Shawnee.

DIFFERENT 
WAYS TO SERVE 

• Planning Commission
• Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board

• Board of Zoning Appeals
• Code Board of Appeals
• Civil Service Commission
• Citizen Engagement Task 
Force

• Public Arts Task Force
• Community Police 
Advisory Board

READY TO APPLY?
Visit cityofshawnee.org

You will find descriptions of each Board, Commission 
and Task Force, along with information on how to 

apply. We accept applications any time.

WANT TO LEARN 
MORE?

Each Board, Commission 
and Task Force 

requires different time 
commitments. Visit 
cityofshawnee.org/

calendar to see when 
meetings are scheduled.

Cover Picture: West Flanders Park, located at 10920 
W. 55th Street
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Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6011
Car Tags 826-1800
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement/Building Permits 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 894-3777
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6907
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2150
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing/Finance 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6204
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6011
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014
Election Office (County) 715-6800

City of Shawnee
11110 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, KS 66203

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Olathe, KS

Permit # 609

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org
Tammy Thomas 221-3606 tthomas@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org
Kurt Knappen 608-2724 kknappen@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org
Jill Chalfie 259-4679 jchalfie@cityofshawnee.org

ELECTED OFFICIALS

The CityLine, an official publication of the City of Shawnee, 
Kansas, is published four times a year and mailed to residents in 
Shawnee under the direction of the Communications Manager. 
Readers' comments are encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about Shawnee, are available at cityofshawnee.org.

GOOD SERVICE STARTS HERE.


